first instance was sheer, uncritical, credulous spiritualism.
However, desperate cases grasp at desperate remedies, a
medium recommended by a friend was visited, with dis-
concerting and, since the medium in question was mentally
unstable, most unpleasant results. Neither of us was
sufficiently unbalanced or uncritical to accept such pheno-
mena as genuine, but by that time John had read quite a lot
on the subject and she was still anxious to pursue her in-
vestigations in some more reliable manner.
Since her temperament was such that her demand for
unequivocal proof kept pace with her desire for conviction,
it was essential that our new start should be made under
reliable guidance. And it was at that juncture that Sir
Oliver Lodge published his book Raymond and renewed a
statement which he had already made some years earlier to
the effect that he was convinced of personal survival of
bodily death and of the possibility of communication be-
tween the dead and the living.
This is the story of Radclyfie Hall and not a treatise on
psychical or psychological controversy, and I am not pro-
posing to discuss Sir Oliver's beliefs, but whatever may or
may not have been their justification, at that time he cer-
tainly represented the highest scientific aspect of the subject
and I decided, on John's behalf, to write to him for advice
as to our next venture.
A most courteous reply led to us visiting the medium Mrs.
Osborne Leonard, and to our undertaking investigation of
her phenomena in the careful and critical manner recom-
mended by Sir Oliver.
The measure of conviction we obtained is not a matter I
propose to discuss just now. What was in any case of
immense importance to John, in her desperate unhappiness,
that before very long her intelligent and cautious re-
58